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The Road Trip

G

eulah stepped out of the house and

“Ugh…” grumbled Tzemach as they stopped

blinked. Ahh... it was just one of those

(again) in traffic. “We’ve been in the

delicious days that put you in such a

car for so long, I don’t even remember

good mood. The sun was shining brightly,

where we’re going anymore! It feels like

the trees were a gorgeous green, the leaves

we’re never gonna get there. And it’s

were ruffling in the breeze, and the air just

so squishy next to the carseat. I need to

smelled so fresh and full of promise…

streeeeettttcchhhhhhhh…”

“Geulah! Can you please bring out the water

“Ouch!” Geulah cried. “And you kicked the

cooler, dear? And make room in the trunk

bag of garbage onto my feet!”

for Tatty’s tefillin. Can you go rinse Mussia’s
pacifier? She threw it on the floor under
her carseat. Geulah what are you doing?
Don’t hold Tatty’s hat like that, it’s expensive.
Geulah? Have you heard one word I just said?”
“What, Mommy? You want me to give Tatty
his hat?”

“Tzemach, that’s enough kvetching for one
ten-year-old boy, don’t you think? Oy, I think
it’s time to change the soundtrack. Because if
‘Moshe Chaim lost his kippah’ one more time…”
Everyone laughed. “I’m sorry, Mommy!” said
Tzemach. “But it’s been so many hours! This
trip is as long as the golus!

Everyone laughed. “Oh, Geulah. Please

When are we gonna be at

focus!” said Tatty, tugging at the straps to

Bubby's already?!”

secure the suitcases on top of the car. “We
are going on a road trip, remember? There’s
lots to do! It’s not fair to make Boruch and
Tzemach do everything.”
“But Tatty, I am focusing! Look at that nest
in the neighbor’s tree! If you focus, you can
even see the eggs inside!
Maybe not, actually.”
*******************

“Oh excellent, an HOV
lane!” said Tatty as they
merged onto a new
highway. “Well, we
definitely qualify for it!
Boruch Hashem, now
the trip will take much
quicker.”
“What’s an H…O…
whatever lane?”
asked Geulah.
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“H.O.V. is for ‘high-occupancy vehicles’—

Hot cocoa with marshmallows!

cars that have more than one passenger,”

Zeidy’s stories! Old videos from

Boruch explained from the back. He was

when mommy was a kid!”

surrounded by luggage on all sides, and
could barely move his feet, but he hadn’t
complained once. “They have a special lane
just for those cars and it moves much faster
than the other lanes when there's traffic. It’s
this lane with the diamond on it, see? And
there’s an entrance to it coming right up.”
“Me and the HOV,” sang Geulah, introducing
her latest musical composition to the family.
Tatty smiled at the twins in the rearview
mirror. “It’s been a long journey, kids, already
twelve hours, but we’re on the last stretch!”
“Yay!” Tzemach threw his hands up in the air.
“Pedal to the metal, Tatty! Let’s make wind!
We’re getting
to Bubby’s
house!

“We’re going to Bubby’s house,
Bubby’s house, Bubby’s house,
we’re going to Bubby’s house
today…” sang Geulah, already onto her
next song. “And the closer to Bubby’s house
we’re getting, we’re getting, the happier I’m
feeling today!”
“You’re getting us all excited for Bubby’s house
by talking about it, Tzemach,” said Mommy.
“Yeah… But it’s a little hard to focus back here…”
muttered Boruch from behind the latest learning booklet from the Moshiach Office that he
had just pulled out from next to his seat.
“Uh, hello, we’re the ones who’re focused!”
giggled Geulah.“We are constantly thinking
about our destination!”

Finally!

“So am I!” retorted Boruch, playfully. “But

Babka!

I’m thinking about our real destination. I’m
learning about Moshiach right now! In fact,
I’m actually on an HOV lane to the Geulah!
And I’m the driver!”
“You’re what!?” exclaimed Tzemach and Geulah.
“Here’s something for you to read to make
the time move faster,” winked Boruch as
he passed them each a very excitinglooking booklet called “The Best Way”.
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SECTION 1

Destination Up Ahead
What does a journey lasting for generations look like?
The closer they got to the destination of their dreams, the more it became
the topic of conversation. What will the place look like? What will they do
there? Who will be there? How can they get ready?
And then, after many years, the moment had arrived. In all its
shining glory, glittering and wondrous, landmarks of the
destination began to peek out over the horizon. Kids
undid their seatbelts trying to get a better look; teens
began to discuss the incredible features of the magical
place; and the adults started singing with pure joy.
It was really happening! They were almost there!
A journey begun thousands of years before...

Camels? Check. Skins of water? Check. Dried figs? Check.
And off we go!
Thousands of years ago, they set out on a journey, a journey to a magical destination.
They didn’t know for certain if they would be the ones to reach the place of their dreams,
but maybe their children would. Or their children.
Or their children's children would reach the destination? They didn’t know. But with hope
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in their hearts, they set out.

The years passed. It was a long journey, fraught with danger. Over time, the camels became
horse-drawn buggies, and the horse drawn buggies became cars. And so, with some gas,
bottled water and energy bars (no more animal skins, thank goodness!), the descendants of
the original travelers continued the journey.
But who were they? And where were they going?

LOSING TRACK What are we doing here?
Why was the world created? To answer that question, we will have to hop on a time
machine back to the Sheishes Yemei Bereishis, and listen real closely to the whisper of
budding flowers, the orbit of the sun and the moon, the clop of animal herds… They are
telling us something. They are telling us why the world is coming to be!
Shhh… can you hear? Yes, you got it! The world is being created for one purpose only:
the days of Moshiach!
The days of Moshiach… The days when Hashem would be comfortable to live in this world,
when the world would become a place of goodness and kindness. The days when there
will be no fighting, no jealousy, no anger. The days when everyone will smile and laugh and
bask in the glow of the shechinah.
For thousands of years, we have been working towards this goal.
It is the destination of our dreams, being held in our hearts
for so many years. We, the Jewish nation, are like that
family, traveling towards a magical destination!
When will it happen already?
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Golus was long and hard and bitter. And even though the poritz made it almost impossible
at times, Yidden were learning Torah, teaching their children Torah, davening, and doing
mitzvos as best as they could.
Did they want Moshiach? You bet! Life was really hard, and they were always
hoping the end of the journey was near. But even as they wished
and davened and waited to whisked away to Eretz Yisroel on
Clouds of Glory, their main focus was to serve Hashem properly.
Then! The Baal Shem Tov started teaching Chassidus, all that
changed. Moshiach started entering the hearts and minds as a
future these tired Jews could actually see. They started learning
more about it, telling everyone else about it, and doing everything
they could to bring it. And the closer we are getting to the geulah, the
more Moshiach is becoming the focus!

ONE-TRACK MINDED
It was a fateful day back in Tof Shin
Yud Alef. Packed into the small
room, the Chassidim were waiting
expectantly. Would the Ramash,
the Rebbe’s son-in-law, agree to
say a maamar at this farbrengen?
Would he finally take on the
mantle of leadership and become
the new Rebbe?
“Basi legani achosi kallah…”
The Rebbe began his very first
maamar. The Chassidim now
had a Rebbe. And the Rebbe
made the mission of the
generation clear: To actually bring Moshiach!
We are dor hashvii, the seventh generation from the Alter Rebbe, founder of Chabad
Chassidus. We can practically see the days of Moshiach peeking over the horizon.
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Can you believe it? The thousands of years of waiting are over!

HIGHER GEAR
With the Rebbe as their leader, the Chassidim were going full steam ahead.
They were doing mivtzoim, establishing Chabad Houses,
and spreading Chassidus, working at full throttle to
bring Moshiach.
But then, they needed some fuel. It was time to
bring on the best troops.
One autumn, thirty years after the Rebbe
became Rebbe, he announced that he was
drafting new, powerful soldiers—
children!—to join the world
mission of bringing Moshiach.
They were going to take things
up a level; they were
going to be the ones
to make the geulah
finally happen!
And so, the most
powerful army in the
world was set
in motion.
And what was this
army called?
Tzivos Hashem,
of course!
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How is the end of golus similar to the end
of a long journey?
A. Lots of garbage piles up on the floor of the car.
B. We begin to get more focused on arriving at our destination.
C. The driver and passengers get tired and want to give up.
D. No difference, except sometimes you run into traffic and have to slow down.
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SECTION 2

GRAB THE WHEEL
How did we end up in the driver’s seat?

It started out an ordinary day. The Chassidim went about as usual. The Rebbe went to the
Ohel, came back, and davened Minchah and Maariv in 770. Quite predictable.
But then, the Rebbe asked for the shtender and started saying a sichah! It wasn’t Shabbos.
It wasn’t Yom Tov. From time to time, the Rebbe would speak after Maariv for a special
message. What was going on?
The sirens wailed and the Chassidim living in Crown Heights

טּוט ַאלץ
ָ
וואס ִאיר
ֶ
!קענט

began to stream into 770. All over the world, people tuned in
through a telephone hook-up to listen from afar.
After some static, they were able to hear the Rebbe’s voice…
The Rebbe says that this time of year was a special time for
Moshiach to come—nothing too out of the ordinary.
But then, the Rebbe’s tone changed….
Everything changed.
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The Rebbe Says:
I don’t know what else I can do,

Because everything I have done until now
is empty and worthless—

nothing has come out of it if we are still in
golus.

…And, rachmana litzlan, (a person might
think) it's okay that Moshiach may not
come tonight

Or that tomorrow Moshiach
still won’t come

And the day after that Moshiach
still won’t come…

Therefore, the only thing I can still do—

(Is that) I'm giving it over to each and every
one of you

And do everything you can to bring
Moshiach speedily, immediately, actually!

,י
ֲח ִמי ִׁש ש"א
יֹום ן תנ
ִני ָס
כ"ח

ְ
- ערֹויף
ווָ אס ִאיְך ֶקען נָ אְך ָטאן ִאין ֶד
,ווֵ ייס ִאיְך נִ יט

ָ ֶווָ ארּום ַאלְ ץ ווָ אס ִאיְך ָהאּב ג
עטאן ִּביז
ְ ִא
- יצ ֶטער ִאיז לָ ֶה ֶבל וְ לָ רִ יק

ִ  ְמ,יׁשט נִ יט ַארֹויס ֶדערְ פּון
ְ ְִס׳גָ ארְ נ
׳איז
ֶ ִעּבל
ְ ֶג
,יּבען ִאין גָ לּות

ִ יצלַ ן ְס
ְ ִ…אּון רַ ַח ָמנָ א ל
׳איז נָ אְך רֶ עכְ ט ַאז ַהיינְ ט
ַ קּומען ָמ ִׁש
ֶ ַּבא נַ אכְ ט זָ אל נָ אְך נִ יט
,יח

אּון ְס׳רֶ עכְ ט ַאז אֹויְך ָמארְ גֶ ען זָ אל נָ אְך נִ יט
ַ קּומען ָמ ִׁש
ֶ
,יח

ֶ יּבער ָמארְ גֶ ען זָ אל נָ אְך נִ יט
ֶ אּון ִא
קּומען
ַ ָמ ִׁש
,יח

ֶ …מ ֵמילָ א ִדי ֵאיינְ ִצ
ְ
יקע זַ אְך ווָ אס ִאיך ֶקען
- נָ אְך ָטאן

ֶ יּבער
ֶ ִאיְך גִ יּב ָדאס ִא
,יֶעדערְ ן פּון ַאייְך

 אּון זֶ עט,אּון טּוט ַא ְלץ ווָ אס ִאיר ֶקענְ ט
ִ יכף
ֶ יח׳ן ֵּת
ַ אּפ ְּברֵ יינְ גֶ ען ָמ ִׁש
ְ ַָאר
!ּומיַ ד ַמ ָמׁש
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If you had been sitting, you were now
standing. If you had been sweeping
the kitchen as you listened, the
broom was on the floor. And if you
were in 770, well—you can just imagine
what that was like!
“How can it be that Moshiach still isn’t here?!” the
Rebbe cried out. “How can it be that there are more
than ten Yidden gathered here, but they aren’t
making a shturem for Moshiach to come right now?”
The Chassidim in 770, and all over the world, felt a
tremor run through their veins. What was going on?
“They cry out ‘ad mosai’,” the Rebbe continued, “...but if
they really meant it, Moshiach would be here by now!”
The Chassidim began to shake.
“What else can I do to make the Yidden bring
Moshiach?! All that’s left for me to do is do give it
over to you.
“Tut altz vos ir kent! Do all that you can to bring
Moshiach now!”
After that mind-blowing sichah, Chassidim walked
home from 770 with their minds buzzing. They
knew that their way of bringing Moshiach had now
changed, forever. They knew they had to up their
game. They knew that what they were doing until
now wasn’t enough.
Throughout history there were great tzaddikim who
wanted to “force” Hashem to bring the geulah faster
even though it wasn’t yet time. The Rebbe mentions
some of them, like Rabi Yosef (as you will read on
the right). But now we are living in a whole new
time! Great miracles had happened, and were still
happening, in Eretz Yisroel and around the world at
this time! “The geulah is right here!” the Rebbe says.
10

It’s time to change gears. Are you ready?

Through
Fire And
Water

“I

have decided to use the
secrets of Torah to bring
Moshiach,” Rabi Yosef de la
Reina told his five most loyal
students at a private meeting.
It wasn’t a simple statement.
He knew, from the get-go, that
he was risking his life for this.

“Rabeinu, we will do anything
you command us,” they all
replied. Rabi Yosef instructed
them how to prepare
themselves spiritually for the
difficult task of getting rid of
all the world’s tumah.
Three days later, with a belt
pouch full of spices, Rabi Yosef
led his students from Tzfas to
Meron. Traveling through the
mountains five hundred years
ago was a difficult and tiring
trip. As the group spent the
night davening at the kever of
Rabi Shimon bar Yochai, Rabi
Yosef dozed off.
The Rashbi appeared before
him. “Why are you getting
yourself into such a difficult
task which you may not be able
to carry out?” he admonished.

“Hashem knows my intentions are pure,”
Rabi Yosef replied in his dream. Rashbi
wished him well.

them a thing, no matter what! May Hashem
protect and guide you.” And the malochim
flew heavenwards.

In the days that followed Rabi Yosef and his
students fasted, immersing in the mikvah
many times a day, and studied all holy, secret
yichudim to figure out how to destroy the
Soton and the Sitra Achra. With the powers of
Kabbalah, they summoned Eliyahu Hanavi, and
then the mighty malach S-ndalfon, who came
with his army on fiery chariots and horses.
Shooting flames and pillars of smoke filled
the whole field when they arrived. Rabi Yosef
could not convince them he would succeed.

After recovering from the encounter, they
quickly and happily prepared everything as
instructed and began the trek to Har Seir.

Eventually, they summoned the great Ak-sriel
and Matat from the Heavens. The earth shook
with lightning and thunder as they descended.
It took time for Rabi Yosef to be able to
speak, but he finally asked, “Explain to me
the strength of the Soton and where it can be
found. What must I do to bring him down?”
The malochim answered him together, “If you
knew the strength he gains from the aveiros
of Am Israel and how no one is mightier than
him, you would not attempt this. None can
bring him down, for his lair hides among the
stars, and his throne is surrounded by three
insurmountable barriers. You cannot prevail.
Only Hashem Himself can do this when the
time comes!”

On the way, a horde of vicious black dogs
came toward them. They followed their
instructions, and the dogs scattered.
Next, they encountered a great
mountain of snow. After following
the directions of Ak-sriel,
the mountain shifted. After
uttering a second holy
formula, the mountain
completely vanished.
On the third day of their
journey, they encountered
a great ocean with waves
so high, they reached
the skies. As soon as
they said the right
words, the ocean
disappeared and
they walked
through on
dry land.

When they
approached an
iron barricade three
But Rabi Yosef begged, and eventually, the
inches thick that
malach Ak-sriel revealed to him how to reach
reached from the earth
the Soton, but concluded with
till heaven, Rabi
a stern warning: “Be very
Yosef took the knife
careful and do all that we
on which Hashem’s
instructed you. If you
holy name was
“Don’t lose your
are successful, your
engraved and
holy concentration
reward will be great.
sliced the wall open.
for even a split
Don’t lose your holy
He
held the flap for
second and
concentration for
his students to pass
when you rope
even a split
through.
The last in line was
the dogs…”
second and
a little slow and got caught.
when you
Rabi Yosef took out the knife
rope the dogs, Samach
and cut around the student’s leg
Mem and his partner, be
and he passed through. Then they
sure to ignore them. They will cry
climbed Har Seir to its summit.
and plead for food or drink but don’t give
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At the top there was the crater piled with ruins,
and inside, they heard dogs barking. As they
entered, two gigantic black dogs, a male and
a female jumped on them to swallow them.
But Rabi Yosef had the engraved plates with
the holy pessukim in his hand that he had
prepared. He tied them around the dogs’ necks.
As soon as the rope was tied around them,
the dogs transformed to human forms with
wings, their bodies covered with many
flaming eyes. They begged for food or drink
but Rabi Yosef did as was instructed and
paid no attention to their pleas.
With tremendous happiness, they
walked towards Har Seir, the cries
of the bound-up Samach Mem
and his partner behind them.
Now, all Rabi Yosef had to do was
bring them to judgment on Har
Seir, and then the shofar would blow
and Moshiach would be here!
He called happily, “Who would
have thought that I would
have succeeded in capturing
the Soton?”
“Indeed, we are in your hands and
you can do whatever you desire,”
Soton replied. “But, please, give
us something to eat or drink because
otherwise we will never make it to Har
Seir.” But Rabi Yosef held back, for that is
what the malochim had instructed.

2

As they approached Har Seir, Rabi Yosef
took out the spices to smell it, for he and his
students too were weak from fasting. The
Soton told him, “If you won’t give us to eat or
drink, at least give us a sniff of the spices.”
Rabi Yosef handed them a bit of the spice, and
at that moment, the Soton blew a spark of
fire from his mouth and burned up the spices,
including what was left in Rabi Yosef’s pocket.
The smoke from the burning spices
entered the Soton’s nostrils and
snapped off the rope from his neck
and flung the engraved plates from
him. He began striking Rabi
Yosef and his students. Two of
the students immediately died
upon hearing the Soton’s roar,
while the other two students
lost their minds. Rabi
Yosef was also badly
affected, even as he
escaped. He went on
to live a life of aveiros,
eventually drowning
himself in the ocean.
Only one student barely survived
to tell this tale. It is the tale
of a tzaddik and mekubal who
yearned so deeply for the geulah,
he risked everything…to try to bring
the geulah before its time.

What did the Rebbe tell us on
Chof-Ches Nissan?
A. To do all we can to bring Moshiach—it’s in our hands.
B. To realize that the coming of the geulah is only in Hashem’s hands.
C. Great miracles happen all the time; the Gulf War was not a big deal.
D. 	Some people are into “ideas” and others are into “actions” so it would be
best if we all leave each other alone.
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SECTION 3

It’s In Your Hands
When the Rebbe said “Don’t Rely on Me!”,
what did he mean?

The Rebbe had been making a shturem about Moshiach being right here for months. You
see, that year was a time of great miracles, events that the Rebbe had predicted. When a
big rasha threatened Eretz Yisroel with rockets that would, rachmana litzlan, cause mass
destruction, the Rebbe promised, “Eretz Yisroel is the safest place! Hashem is watching! The
time of Geulah has arrived!” Indeed, thirty-nine SCUD missiles fell on Eretz Yisroel during the
Gulf War, and no one was directly hit at all!
The Rebbe had been talking about Moshiach coming for years, right? The Rebbe had
started, more than forty years earlier, to explain that we are the last generation of golus and
the first of geulah!
But now it's completely different! That’s not enough! Is what the
Rebbe said on Chof-Ches Nissan. So we have to figure it all out
ourselves? Our Rebbe did not leave his Chassidim hanging.
The very next Shabbos, at a farbrengen, the Rebbe
explained what he meant:
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The Rebbe Says:
Every Jew, men, women and even children,
has the responsibility to increase in his
avodas Hashem to actually bring Moshiach
Tzidkeinu!
Therefore, realize that there is no room for
relying on someone else, or giving it over to
others rather than doing it yourself! This is
the task of every single individual…
And what is the task? Simple: Add in Torah
and mitzvos!
In Limmud Hatorah, learning both the
revealed parts and the hidden parts
(Chassidus),
And in mitzvah performance, doing them
b’hiddur (in the best possible way).

מ ִׂשי ַחת ׁש"א
ֶלק ִ י ּתנ
ש ִמי ִנ
ּׁ ְ ֵח ת
ּפ ְר ַׁש
ַ

ֶ ֶי
 ָהאט, ַאנָ ִׁשים נָ ִׁשים אֹוּ ן ַא ִפילּו ַטף,עדער ִאיד
ָ מֹוסיף זַ יין ִאין זַ יין ַע
ִ ִדי ַא ְחרָ יּות צּו
בֹודה צּו
ֵ יח ִצ ְד ֵקנּו ְּב
ַ ְּברֶ ענְ גֶ ען ָמ ִׁש
!ּפֹועל ַמ ָמׁש
 ַאז ֶעס ָהאט ֵקיין,ֶדערְ פּון ִאיז ַפארְ ְׁש ַטאנְ ִדיק
ָארְ ט נִ יט ַאז ַאנְ ְׁש ָטאט ַאלֵ יין ָטאן זָ אל ֶמען
ְ זִ יְך ַפארְ לָ אזְ ן אֹויף ַאנְ ֶדערֶ ע ָא ֶדער ַא
רֹויפלֵ ייגְ ן
 נָ אר ָדאס ִאיז ִדי- ִדי ַארְ ֶּבעט אֹויף ַאנְ ֶדערֶ ע
ָ ַע
,בֹודה פּון ָּכל ֶא ָחד וְ ַא ַחת
ָ אׁש ֵטייט ִדי ַע
ְ …אּון ִאין ווָ אס ַּב
 ִאיז- בֹודה
ִ  ִאין:ָדאס אֹויְך ְּב ַפ ְׁשטּות
מֹוסיף זַ יין ְּבּתֹורָ ה
ְ
 נִ גְ לָ ה ְדּתֹורָ ה-  ִאין לִ ימּוד ַהּתֹורָ ה,ּוב ִמ ְצוֹות
ִ ִאּון ְּפנ
 אּון ִאין ִקיּום ַה ִמ ְצוֹות,ימיּות ַהּתֹורָ ה
…ְּב ִהידּור

The Rebbe told the Chassidim that they cannot rely on him. They need to add
more, to do more, especially in the areas of Torah and mitzvos. And not just
the adults! Every single Yid, including children!
The Rebbe also gave the Chassidim standing at that farbrengen a practical
example of what they should do that very afternoon: to learn mefarshim on
at least on Mishnah of that week’s perek of Pirkei Avos. And if
they already do that every week? They
should encourage someone else to learn
Mishnah, too!
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the Direct ROute
What more can we do?

Okay, so the Rebbe says, “It’s all up to you!” and then helps the shocked
Chassidim to actually act on it by telling them, “You’re doing great, but do
more!” Is that all? Nope! The next Shabbos, the Rebbe continued to explain
what he meant on Chof-Ches Nissan, when he told the Chassidim that he was giving it over
to them. This time, the Rebbe went into specifics, telling us exactly which part of Torah they
should learn to bring Moshiach:

The Rebbe Says:
The question is: Since we have already
finished our work in golus, what is the
easiest and quickest route from all the
paths of Torah that the Yidden should
go on to bring Moshiach?
In order to actually bring about the
revelation and coming of Moshiach
immediately, every single Yid… is
responsible to increase in learning Torah
specifically about Moshiach and geulah.
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ש"א

ת
תנ
ׁ ִמ ִׂשי ַח ע
צ ָר
ֹ  ְּמ- ֵח ֶלק
ִרי ַע
ת ַת ְז
ּפ ְר ַׁש
ַ

ָ "מ ֲע ֵׂשינּו וַ ֲע
ַ  ּכֵ יוָ ן ֶׁשּכְ ָבר נִ ְס ַּתּיְימּו:ּש ֵאלָ ה ִהיא
ׁ ְ וְ ַה
בֹוד ֵתנּו
ַ ”"ּדרֶ ְך ַהיְ ָׁשרָ ה
ֶ ּכָ ל זְ ַמן ֶמ ֶׁשְך ַהּגָ לּות” – ַמ ִהי ַה
(ה ַּקּלָ ה
ֵ וְ ַה ְּמ ִהירָ ה ְּב
יֹותר ִמ ֵּבין ּכָ ל ַּדרְ כֵ י ַהּתֹורָ ה) ֶׁשּיָבֹור לֹו
ָ ָה ָא ָדם (ּכְ לָ לּות ְּבנֵ י י ְִׂשרָ ֵאל) ֶׁשּגָ ַמר ִענְ ָינֵ י ָה ֲע
בֹודה ּכְ ֵדי
ַ יאת ַה ָּמ ִׁש
ַ ּוב
ִ ִל ְפעֹול ִה ְתּגַ ּלּות
...?יח
ִ יח ֵּתיכֶ ף
ַ יאת ַה ָּמ ִׁש
ַ ּוב
ִ ּכְ ֵדי לִ ְפעֹל ִה ְתּגַ ּלּות
ּומּיָד – ַעל
ִ ְ ל...ּכָ ל ֶא ָחד וְ ֶא ָחד ִמּיִ ְׂשרָ ֵאל
הֹוסיף ְּבלִ ּמּוד ַהּתֹורָ ה
ַ (ּב ְמי ָֻחד) ְּב ִענְ יָ נֵ י ָמ ִׁש
ִ
.יח ּוגְ אֻ ּלָ ה

So what is the fastest and easiest way to bring Moshiach? To learn about it! So,
besides for increasing in Torah in general the Rebbe wants to especially increase
and focus on inyonei geulah umoshiach (topics about geulah and Moshiach).
And the best way to go about the best way? The best way to learn inyonei
geulah umoshiach? Learn in groups of at least ten! There are two reasons:
Hashem’s shechinah rests on ten people who are learning or davening together.
1	
(That’s why we need a minyan to daven.)

2	When you learn in a group, you get each other excited, and that will make you want
Moshiach even more!

How can inyonei geulah umoshiach change our lives?
Later that summer, the Rebbe explains why we should learn inyonei geulah umoshiach:

The Rebbe Says:
…(Learning) is not just a segulah (a
ruchniyusdike tool to achieve something) to
bring Moshiach closer, but also–and most
importantly–to help us start to “live with the
times” of the days of Moshiach now.

ת
ִמ ִׂשי ַח ש"א
ּתנ
ׁ ֵח ֶלק ק
ת ָּב ָל
ּפ ְר ַׁש
ַ

ְ ֹלא (רַ ק) ְּבתֹור...
"סגּוּלָ ה" לְ ַמ ֵהר ּולְ ָקרֵ ב
ָ ּו)ב ִע
ְ  ֶאּלָ א (ּגַ ם,יח וְ ַהּגְ אּוּלָ ה
ַ יאת ַה ָּמ ִׁש
ַ ִּב
יּקר
ַ ּכְ ֵדי לְ ַה ְת ִחיל "לִ ְחיֹות" ְּב ִענְ ָינֵ י ָמ ִׁש
,יח ּוגְ אּוּלָ ה
ַ "לִ ְחיֹות ִעם ַהּזְ ַמן" ִּדיְמֹות ַה ָּמ ִׁש
,יח

How can we really feel Moshiach in our hearts and minds? How do we open
our eyes and see the world as the Rebbe sees it and "live with the times"
of Yemos Hamoshiach today? The Rebbe’s advice is clear: Learn inyonei
geulah umoshiach, of course!
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But how is that possible? What if I find it hard to truly feel
that Moshiach is about to come and can't figure out how
begin to live that way?
Well, Torah has a special power: it can change a person from
one extreme to another! Imagine someone has a golus
mindset: golus is their reality, and they’re comfortable there.
Tell them: learn Torah about the geulah, and you will be able
to live a geulah reality. You will really feel and believe that
Moshiach is so near. Start living geulahdik now! How?

1

3

2

Put Moshiach

Eventually, after thinking

thoughts into your

about it so much, it

brain by learning and thinking

effects your heart–the

inyonei geulah umoshiach.

place that you feel things.

Eventually, you will become a
walking, talking Moshiach person!
And then, when you

Someone who really feels and

feel something, you

believes that Moshiach is here! You

naturally act that way.

can literally point with your finger
and say, “Look! Moshiach is coming!!”

When someone describes how incredibly cheese-y and delicious pizza is to you,
it makes you love pizza! And when you love pizza, what do you do? Eat pizza!
Think about pizza! Sing about pizza! I walked into the pizza store, my
favorite one in town…
Or, if you think about how kind your parents are to you
and all the things they do for you, you’ll start feeling
grateful to them, and then you’ll write them a thank you letter.
So what does learning and thinking about Moshiach do?
Instead of making you a pizza person, it makes you a
Moshiach person!
What could be better?
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Chain Reaction

M

rs. Picklestein*1stared at the letter, her hands
trembling. Who had sent it? Was it really
true? Could it really be that if she didn’t copy
this letter and forward it to another ten people, the
most terrible, horrible things would happen to her?

But then again, how could she send such nonsense
to ten other people?
But what if she got punished?! Like the letter
threatened would happen?!
There was only one way to find
out what she should do. She
wrote to the Rebbe.
“Obviously I told her to rip the
letter up and forget about the
whole thing,” shared the Rebbe
at a farbrengen. “And then
I told her that the Novi
Yirmiyahu says that
even if there are real
signs and mazal in
Shomayim that the nonJews are afraid of, as
Yidden we have nothing
to fear.

“Afterwards, I began to think to myself: I do not
know this lady who wrote the letter to me, nor does
she know me. She has simply heard of my name,
and asked for my advice. If so, what is the point of
me hearing about all this? Why did this occurrence
come to my attention?! Eventually I concluded that
the purpose is to use this approach (of making a
chain reaction) for the sake of kedushah.”
And that’s exactly what happened. The Chassidim
wrote letters about the importance of demanding
Moshiach, sent them to ten people, and wrote that
whoever received the letter should send it to ten
more people!
People use chain reaction letters for silly
things? Let’s use it to get
everyone to demand
Moshiach right
now!
What is
something that
you’ve heard about
that can be used to
bring Moshiach?

*Not her real name

3

Why is learning
about Moshiach
such an important
thing to do?

A. 	Seforim that talk about this topic are extra
beautiful and make our homes look ready.
B. 	So people like Mrs. Picklestein can feel better
when they get threatening letters or spam emails.
C. It makes the Rebbe happy.
D. 	So we can get excited and be able to live with
Geulah now.
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SECTION 4

Why Me?

Who should learn inyonei geulah
umoshiach?
Who should learn inyonei geulah umoshiach? Every single Yid!
All of the men, whether they learn Torah or work in business. The women. The children.
Actually, especially the children, the tinokos shel Beis Rabbon, because children are very
connected to Moshiach. Even more than adults!
How are children the most connected to Moshiach?
Let’s take a peek at Farbrengen. The Rebbe sits at a long table on the bimah. Right behind
the Rebbe and in the center rows below the stage are the elder, choshuve Chassidim
with long white beards, heads bent in kabbalas ol and concentration. A little further out
are tatties and young married men, carefully stroking their beards as they pucker their
eyebrows to catch every word the Rebbe says. Up in the bleachers, bochurim: they shake
up and down like a wave as the Rebbe swings his arm to the beat of the niggun. Upstairs!
Women who love mivtzoyim and raise Chassidishe families lean into the glass to get as
close as possible.
The Rebbe stops, turns around. Who is the Rebbe looking for?
“Where are the children who want Moshiach now?”
the Rebbe demands before requesting they start the
niggun with those words.
Why children? Because you can really feel and
believe it! So when all those adults look at you
children, it’s like they're looking at Moshiach!
The possuk says it too!
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The Rebbe Says:
…[Moshiach] has a special connection with
Yiddishe children, the tinokos shel Beis
Rabbon. As Chazal says, “[When it says]
‘Don’t touch my Moshiachs,’ the [Moshiachs]
are the tinokos shel beis Rabbon.”
The chinuch of the tinokos shel Beis Rabbon
needs to be in a way that the children
become completely filled up with Moshiach,
so that when you look at a Jewish boy or girl,
what do you see? Moshiach!
Their whole being is “Moshiach” – they show
us that there is nothing else besides Hashem.

מ ִׂשי ַחתשנ"ב
ח ֶלק ִ ה ת
ֵ ּתֹו ָר
מ ַחת
ְש
ִׂ

ְ יּוח ֶדת לְ יַלְ ֵדי ְּבנֵ י
ֶ יֵׁש ַׁשייכּות ְמ...
,יִׂשרָ ֵאל
ַ : ּכְ ַמ ֲא ַמר ֲחזַ "ל,ִּתינֹוקֹות ֶׁשל ֵּבית רַ ָּבן
"אל
ָ ִּתגְ עּו ִּב ְמ ִׁש
."יחי ֵאּלּו ִּתינֹוקֹות ֶׁשל ֵּבית רַ ָּבן
ַ
ה ִחיּנּוְך ֶׁשל ִּתינֹוקֹות ֶׁשל ֵּבית רַ ָּבן ָצרִ יְך...
ֶ לִ ְהיֹות ְּב
אֹופן ֶׁש ַה ִּתינֹוקֹות נַ ֲע ִׂשים ֲחדּורִ ים
ָ ְלְ גַ ְמרֵ י ּתֹוְך ּתֹוכָ ם ִעם ָה ִענְ יָן וְ ַהּנ
קּוּדה ֶׁשל
ְ  ֶׁשּכַ ֲא ֶׁשר רַ ק, ּכָ ְך,"יח
ַ "מ ִׁש
ָ
נֹותנִ ים ַמ ָּבט ַעל
ַ רֹואים? – ֶאת ָמ ִׁש
ִ  ָמה,ְהּודי
ִ יֶלֶ ד י
!יח
ַ "מ ִׁש
ָ יאּותם ִהיא
ָ ּכָ ל ְמ ִצ
– "יח
ַ ַהּגִ יּלּוי ְּד
....""א ָּתה ָהרְ ֵא ָת ּגֹו' ֵאין עֹוד ִמּלְ ַבּדֹו

This is a huge responsibility! Being so connected to Moshiach means that you
have a big job to do.
Can you guess what this job is?
That’s right! To bring Moshiach! And how? By learning inyonei geulah
umoshiach! (Yup, that’s exactly what we are going to do in Section 5!) But before
we get down to business, let's do a little review...
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1,2,3, Go!
1

Why should we learn
inyonei geulah umoshiach?

The Rebbe Says:
What is the “direct route”
(the easiest and quickest from
all the ways the Torah tells us)
that a person should go on…
in order to bring Moshiach?
…Adding in learning Torah
about Moshiach and geulah…

ַ ""ּדרֶ ְך ַהיְ ָׁשרָ ה
ֶ ַמ ִהי ַה
(ה ַּקּלָ ה
ֵ וְ ַה ְּמ ִהירָ ה ְּב
יֹותר ִמ ֵּבין ּכָ ל ַּדרְ כֵ י
…ַהּתֹורָ ה) ֶׁשּיָבֹור לֹו ָה ָא ָדם
ַ ּוב
ִ ּכְ ֵדי לִ ְפעֹול ִה ְתּגַ ּלּות
יאת
ַ ַה ָּמ ִׁש
?יח
ָ
הֹוס ָפה ְּבלִ יּמּוד ַהּתֹורָ ה...
ַ ְּב ִענְ יְנֵ י ָמ ִׁש
.יח וְ ַהּגְ אֻ ּלָ ה

We should learn inyonei geulah umoshaich because it is actually the quickest and best way
to bring the geulah!
Would you rather take the side streets on a city bus to get to your destination, or to fly down
the HOV lane on the highway in your family car? It’s a no brainer! inyonei geulah umoshiach
is the HOV lane to the geulah!
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2

What happens when we learn
inyonei geulah umoshiach?

The Rebbe Says:
The Yiddishe minhag that has
become more widespread in
recent times is to learn inyonei
geulah umoshiach so that you
and others should be
better prepared for the
revelation of the geulah.

ֶדעם ִמנְ ָהג יִׂשרָ ֵאל ווָ אס ִאיז
ִ הֹולֵ ְך
ּומ ְת ַּפ ֵׁשט ִּבזְ ַמנֵ נּו זֶ ה
 צּו לֶ ערְ נֶ ען ִענְ יָנֵ י גְ אּולָ הַ וְ ִענְ יָנֵ י ָמ ִׁש
 ִּבכְ ֵדי זִ יְך אּון,יח
ְ ֵַאנְ ֶדערֶ ע נָ אכְ ֶמער צּוגְ ר
ייטן
צּו ֶדעם גִ ילּוי פּון ֶדער גְ אּולָ ה
ָ ֵיּתית וְ ַה ְׁשל
ִ ָה ַא ִמ
.ימה

Another reason we should learn about Moshiach is
because learning about it is the way to prepare ourselves
for Moshiach!
Imagine you were going on a trip to Eretz Yisroel. You would spend time
mapping out all of the holy places you were going to visit and learning
about them, buying sun hats and sunscreen, and learning
Hebrew, so that you can have the best time possible!
Now here’s something you don’t need to imagine: Moshiach is
coming! “Open your eyes!” the Rebbe says. We are already experiencing
revelations like we’ve never seen before! Miracles that lift us higher than an
airplane in flight!
Well, if you really want to get there, you’ve got to prepare for Moshiach, so that you can
recognize these amazing changes going on. And how should we do that? You guessed
it! You need to learn about Moshiach!
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3

How should we learn
inyonei geulah umoshiach?

The Rebbe Says:
And even better–that the learning
should be in groups of (at least)
ten because, besides the benefit
that “the Shechinah rests amongst
ten people who sit together and
learn Torah”, there’s another special
advantage when you learn inyonei
geulah umoshiach in a group: how
emotional, inspired and excited
people get, which increases the
thirst and eagerness for the coming
of Moshiach.

Let's learn about
Moshiach together!
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ָ
ּומה טֹוב – ֶׁש ַהּלִ יּמּוד י ְִהיֶ 'ה
ָ , ּכִ י,(ּברַ ִּבים) ַּב ֲע ָׂשרָ ה
ָ
נֹוסף
ֲ ַעל ַה ַּמ ֲעלֶ ה ְּד
"ע ָׂשרָ ה
ְ ְּיֹוׁש ִבים ו
ְ ֶׁש
עֹוס ִקים ַּבּתֹורָ ה
ֶ ְֵׁשכִ ינָ ה ְׁשרּויָ'ה ֵּבינ
 יֵׁש,"יהם
ְ יּוח ֶדת ּכְ ֶׁש
ֶ ַמ ֲעלָ ה ְמ
ּלֹומ ִדים
ַ ִענְ יָנֵ י ָמ ִׁש
יח וְ ַהּגְ אּוּלָ ה ָּברַ ִּבים
ְּבנֹוגֵ ַע לְ ִה ְת ַּפ ֲעלּות וְ ַה ִּש ׂ ְמ ָחה
 ֶׁש ַעל ְי ֵדי זֶ ה,ְּברֶ גֶ ׁש ַהּלֵ ב
ְ הֹולֶ כֶ ת וְ גָ ְדלָ ה ַה ִה ְׁש
ּתֹוקקּות
ַ יאת ַה ָּמ ִׁש
ַ וְ ַה ְּצ ִפּיָ'ה לְ ִב
.יח

Imagine you were sitting by yourself in the classroom when the principal walked in and
told you that your class had just earned a trip to Six Flags. Now imagine that same thing
happening, but this time, your friends are all around you in the classroom. Would you react
differently? I would imagine that you’d feel so much more excited if you were celebrating
the good news with your friends!
The Rebbe told the chassidim that the best way to learn about moshiach is in groups of at
least ten, because that will make you much more excited and hyped up about Moshiach!
The next section has some actual inyonei geulah umoshiach for you to learn!
Who will you learn it with?

FAST TRACK
TO GEULAH!

4

Why should
children learn
inyonei geulah
umoshiach?

A. 	They need to learn that Moshiach isn’t
just about candy on trees.
B.	They have the time to learn Torah.
Adults are much more busy.
C.	Because the way they act can be an
example to adults how to live geulahdik.
D. Because it makes them so happy.
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ַ ּומ ִׁש
ָ ִע נְ יָ נֵ י ּגְ אֻ ָּל ה
L E T ' S L E A R N יח

pedal to the metal!

Now that you know that learning about Moshiach will
race you to the finish line, it’s time to rev up!
What will happen when Moshiach comes? Chances are that one of the first
things you thought was that candy will grow on trees. Wahoo! So exciting!
But here’s the catch: When Moshiach comes, you aren’t going to care about
these things anymore! What will you spend your day doing instead? Serving
Hashem by learning and davening!
Nah, you’re thinking. Not me! That’s so not possible! I can’t even
imagine such a thing! I love davening and learning Torah, but I
also love to play Lego and basketball and eat ice cream. I can’t imagine
ever not caring about these things!
Well actually, it is 100% possible!
Imagine that you’re in your room, deeply engrossed in building a house from Lego. Nothing else
matters but this lego house. It has a pool in the yard, two floors, a bedroom with a giant moon
bounce, the biggest dining room table you’ve ever—
“Shmaryahu! It’s supper time! Come to the kitchen please!”
“Mommy! I’m not hungry! I’m in the middle of playing Lego!”
“Shmaryahu! You need to eat. You can’t just play all day and not
eat! Otherwise, how will you have the koach to play!”
Mommy is right. If you think about it, your stomach really is rumbling.
Even though the roof you were in the middle of constructing (with a
helicopter pad and a water slide into the pool) is a whole lot more
interesting than your best supper of chicken and steak fries, you
go down anyway. But it doesn’t taste the same…you can’t stop
thinking about his lego complex.
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The Rebbe Says:

של"ב

חת
ה ֶּפ ַס
ַ ַחג
א’ ְד
ם

יֹו

Even a small child can understand this idea (that
we will treat tasty food like maror)—he sees himself
how it works: He is all tied up in some game, and
then his mother calls to him, “Come and eat!”
He cries, “I don’t want to eat, I just want to
continue playing!” because he loves the game and
wants it more than he wants to eat.
But he grudgingly goes to eat because his mother
says, “Because I said so!” or “If you don’t eat you
won’t have strength to play.”...
But (when he sits down to eat) the (yummy) food
seems to be like maror, because he would rather
be playing now.

- וְ ִענְ יָן זֶ ה ֵמ ִבין ּגַ ם יֶלֶ ד ָק ָטן
ֶ ּכְ ִפי ֶׁש
רֹואה ְּב ַע ְצמֹו ֶׁשּכַ ֲא ֶׁשר הּוא
 וְ ִאּמֹו קֹורֵ את,ָעסּוק ָּב ֶא ְמ ַצע ֲה ִמ ְׂש ָחק
ֶ  ֶׁש ֵאינֹו,צֹועק
ֵ ,לֹו לָ בֹוא וְ לֶ ֱאכֹל
רֹוצה
 ּכֵ יוָ ן, ֶאּלָ א לְ ַה ְמ ִׁשיְך לְ ַׂש ֵחק,לֶ ֱאכֹל
ֵ ֶׁש ַה ִּמ ְׂש ָחק הּוא י ָָקר וְ ָערֵ ב ֶא ְצלֹו
יֹותר
 ֶאּלָ א ֶׁשּמֻ כְ רָ ח לֶ ֱאכֹל,ֵמ ֲא ֶׁשר ָה ֲאכִ ילָ ה
 אֹו ִּבגְ לַ ל, ִאם ִּבגְ לַ ל ֶׁש ְּמצּווִ ים ָעלָ יוְ ֶׁש
 ֹלא,אֹומרִ ים לֹו ֶׁש ִאם ֹלא יֹאכַ ל
 ֲא ָבל ָה ֲאכִ ילָ ה...י ְִהיֶ'ה לֹו ּכ ַֹח לְ ַׂש ֵחק
ָ ְּכְ ֶׁשּלְ ַע ְצ ָמּה נֶ ְח ֶׁש ֶבת ֶא ְצלֹו ל
,""מרֹור
.ּכֵ יוָ ן ְׁש ָהיָ'ה ַמ ֲע ִדיף לְ ַׂש ֵחק ְּבאֹותֹו זְ ַמן

Why can’t Shmaryahu enjoy his favorite supper? Well, he used to love it, but
now there is something on his mind that is way more important. What
about you? Do you love candies and chocolate (and secretly would like to eat
it for dinner every night)?
Well, when Moshiach comes, they will be unimportant and “feh”, because
everyone will be into lego Torah learning! Candy, anyone?

5

What can we learn from a child who likes
playing more than eating?
A. 	When Moshiach comes, Torah learning will be our only occupation.
B. He only cares about it more because we don't yet have candy growing on trees.
C. Moshiach will teach us how to get rid of our appetites.
D. His older sister is not a very good cook.
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Answers
1. B; 2. A; 3. D; 4. C; 5. A
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