There will be a big war. Before that happens, Eliyahu will come to save the Yidden and bring
peace (some opinions disagree and say he will come earlier). But it is Moshiach himself who

will tell us which shevet we come from, and who is a Kohen or a Levi. Learn more details in:
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WHAT WILL FOR SURE CHANGE?

In Halacha Alef of Perek Yud-Bais, the Rambam explains how certain nevuos can be understood in a non-

/‘m literal way. Yes, there will be techiyas hameisim and other events that are completely beyond
2

N

&T nature, but that will happen later, in the second stage of Moshiach'’s times. Also, as the

— ) Rambam continues to explain, certain miraculous nevuos are literal, but we don't yet know

how they will happen. The Rambam says in Halachah Beis:

20550 2 7D nuanbm 2abn mabn o”am

If no miracles will occur when Moshiach arrives, what, then, will ]’N D’DJI_‘] JWDN
happen? Our Sages said: “There is no difference between this =1 D‘?Wﬂ il
world which we live in now before Moshiach'’s times and the days of ': T T

. . nwno nin'h
Moshiach except that we will no longer be under the control of the T :
gentile kingdoms.” Yidden will return to Eretz Yisroel to be governed : -HHI:JL.U N?N
by the rules of Torah alone. They will no longer have to follow laws 7;'73 jm’jbp

that may take away time from being able to study

Torah all the time and practice the mitzvos in the best possible way.
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WHO ARE GOG AND MAGOG?

Toward the end of days, says the navi Yechezkel, Hashem will be ready to redeem the Yidden and bring

them back from golus to Eretz Yisroel. In these early stages of the geulah, a great war will break out,

involving the big superpowers and many others, including King Gog and his nation, Magog. These

nations will fight for control over Yerushalayim. There, in the mountains of Yehudah, the great nations

who do not believe in Hashem will fall. Great wonders will occur and the miraculous hailstones of Al-

Gavish will fall upon them and kill them. These are the same hailstones that fell on the Egyptians during

Makas Borod but stopped in mid-air. For thousands of years they waited until the time of Moshiach, to

fall again on the wicked of the nations and punish them for causing the Yidden to suffer in golus.

Yidden at this timme? Hashem has another plan for them.

It seems that if we look only at the literal interpretation
of the words of the nevi'im about the events surrounding
Moshiach'’s arrival, it looks like this: At the beginning of the

times of Moshiach, a war of King Gog and his nation of

Magog, who are descendants of Yafes, son of Noach will occur.

The Yidden will not be harmed at all because before the war
of Gog and Magog, a navi (Eliyahu Hanavi) will stand up, to
make the path for Am Yisroel to return to Hashem straight,

and to prepare their hearts for the geulah that is soon

coming.

As it says in the Navi Malachi:

“Behold, I, Hashem says, am sending you Eliyahu Hanavi."

Before the geulah from Mitzrayim, Hashem sent Moshe and
Aharon to inform the Yidden that they will be leaving golus
and to prepare them for the geulah. Hashem will do the same

for this future geulah by sending Eliyahu Hanavi beforehand.
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There are many different sources that talk about Eliyahu's role in Moshiach's coming. It's actually a big

question exactly when he will reveal himselfl The Rambam will soon discuss some of these opinions,

but first he tells us what is Eliyahu's purpose: to bring achdus, unity, amongst Yidden and bring shalom,
peace to the world. Some meforshim connect this with the wandering of Yidden in golus, when they had
to escape or were chased away by their host nations. Eliyahu will then help reunite the families that got

separated from each other as they were running away.

Pinchas is Eliyahu, the Targum tells us. Do you remmember what Pinchas did? The Yidden had sinned
terribly and caused a mageifah, a plague. Pinchas acted courageously by killing Zimri. His actions led
Hashem to stop being angry and stop the Yidden from dying. Pinchas made shalom between Hashem

[‘\ and the Yidden. Over five hundred years later, Eliyahu called the Yidden to Har Hacarmel to

watch as Hashem accepted his karbon over the sacrifice of the worshippers of the Baal. In
this way he also brought the Yidden closer to Hashem. Since then, Pinchas-Eliyahu has

acted many, many times as shliach to help Yidden and to bring peace.

And he Eliyahu is not coming at this time of Moshiach to make N'? N3 "IJ’Z_:U_
tomei (impure) what was, by mistake, assumed to be tahor (pure). RO N?QU‘?
Nor will he make tahor what was thought to be tomei by using his C

Ruach Hakodesh. So what will he do? ND?D 7;71_3‘7 Nlﬂ

This is as it says in Malachi: “I will send Eliyahu...” and then in the

next possuk we see:

NI
“..that he may turn the heart of the fathers back ﬂillﬁ 3? U
through the children.” (Eliyahu will make peace and " 9732 173]

bring together parents and children who are far away

from each other.)

Meforshim explain that this possuk means that Eliyahu will encourage children who will
then influence their parents to strengthen their observance of Torah and mitzvos. The Rebbe
quotes the possuk and tells us how we are bringing the geulah closer by

following what it says, even now in golus. Can you think of a big change

that has happened in recent times that is hinted at in this possuk?

Hint: The word “veheishiv” in the possuk has the same shoresh as the ~
name for this movement. o

!
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WHAT WILL ELIYAHV DO?

And neither is Eliyahu, as part of his mission, going to ruin
the yichus (lineage) of people who are assumed to have
a kosher family lineage. And neither will Eliyahu, as part
of his mission make kosher the family of sommeone whose
yichus is assumed to be not proper. His only mission is to

bring peace to the world.
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Even though the Rambam just gave us a time for Eliyahu’s arrival, he continues in this halachah: it's really

not so clear. There are different opinions in Gemara and meforshim when Eliyahu will come and what he

will do. Some say Eliyahu will come before the war of Gog and Magog to awaken Yidden to do teshuvah.

Others say that Eliyau will come to tell us that Moshiach is coming soon and how to prepare ourselves.

When Eliyahu Hanavi will come is not certain. And
there are some of the Sages who say that before the
coming of the Moshiach, Eliyahu will come in order
to inform the Yidden that Moshiach is about to arrive.
However, it is important to know that all these things
and similar matters are not known to man for certain
how it will happen until they will actually occur. For
these matters are closed (not clear) in the words of the
nevi'im as to what they mean. All we know is that they
refer to events in a future time (Moshiach). And also
the Sages have no tradition that they received from
their teachers, to be given over from one generation
to the next, regarding these matters, except their
own explanation of the pessukim. Therefore, there

is dispute (difference of opinion) amongst them, the

Sages, regarding these matters.
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Though the order of events and their details are not
clear, in any case, neither the order of how these
matters will happen nor their exact details of what will
happen are the main principles of faith that a Yid must
believe. Our belief is that we know he's coming and that
he can come any day. In addition, a person should not
occupy themselves with the words of the aggados
and not spend a lot of time with the midrashim that
discuss these matters and similar matters in order

to try to understand them, nor should they consider
them as essential to our emunah in Torah and mitzvos.
For study of them will not bring fear of doing an

aveirah or love of Hashem.

\
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And also, a person should not try to figure out the ketz, the

appointed time, for Moshiach’s coming for they may be mistaken

2w X5 19)
MR PEPN

in their calculations and then give up hope, chas v'sholom, because

Moshiach did not come when they thought it should happen. Our
Sages declared: “May the spirit take leave of those who try to figure
out the ketz. ' Rather, await and expect that Moshiach is coming any
minute and believe in the general idea that Moshiach will come as
we (the Rambam) explained earlier. Think about who Moshiach is and
what he will do so we know the geulah is here, instead of trying to

figure out when it will happen or the order of how it will happen.
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First the Rambam says: believe in
Moshiach, because without him we
can'’t perform Torah and mitzvos

to their fullest. First Moshiach will
encourage Yidden in golus and
then how he will be successful in
restoring Hashem (and His Torah)
to full glory in the world. Once he
comes, the Rambam tells us in this
perek, he will still not have to bring
on miracles. When we are no longer
ruled by non-Jewish governments,
we can study Torah and fulfill

mitzvos without interference.

Now the Rambam continues to
discuss other events foretold by the
nevi'im: Hashem will shake up the
world with a war that will include
many of the world’s superpowers.
In order for the Yidden to be

saved, they will be reminded to do

teshuvah by Eliyahu Hanavi.

But the truth is, the nevi'im are not
clear when Eliyahu will come or how
this war will happen. Don’t spend
our time figuring it out, but focus on
the halachos about the geulah that

we know will happen for sure.

The Rebbe explains that the reason
why the details of these events are
not clearly explained by the neviim is
because they depend on the spiritual
level of the Yidden at that time. If
they are zochu (deserving) then
these events will happen in a good
way—and the Rebbe assured us that
we are indeed on this level! Moreover,
many Tzaddikim said, because of the
lengthy suffering of golus, we will not
have to go through the war of Gog
and Magog at all.

“Don't try to figure out the ketz” the Rambam warns.
The Gemara also relates that the Chachamim
would daven that the people who would work on
determining a ketz would fail in their calculations.
But what about the fact that we find many kitzim in

the Gemara itself? The Rambam himself talks about

the timing of a ketz in his famous Igeres Teiman!
And remember the story in Lesson 2 about the ketz

Moshiach didn't arrive, this will cause people to lose
their faith in his coming.

“Don't rely on these calculations! They can hurt your
emunah!” we are warned.

However, when we speak about a ketz from a tzaddik,

Nassi or Rebbe, their intention is the exact opposite.

in the time of the Tzemach Tzedek. The Alter Rebbe

revealed that onel So yes ketz or no ketz?

The Rebbe explains that the Gemara (and the

They want to empower Yidden, who perhaps at that
time are feeling very low and abandoned by Hashem

because of great suffering, and to strengthen their

very close.

Rambam) prohibit people from figuring out a

ketz, because once the time of the ketz comes and
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The debate of when Eliyahu will come (before or after Moshiach is revealed), during a great war, in
preparation for it, or some other time, is similar to many other differences in how the whole process of geulah
will play out. As we said before, the Rambam doesn't deal with all these different opinions, only what are
halachic facts.

One of those things that are a fact is that Eliyahu will bring achdus and shalom. In
this sichah, the Rebbe explains how we can make Eliyahu come faster! We are actually
accomplishing that right now, by learning the final halachos of Rambam and making a

And it should be Hashem’s Will that very soon IOR Ri2 Wnn 2R 1%
Eliyahu will come to give the good news that 'D’*.D'm nx’a 'IWQ‘?
Moshiach has come. T ¥

And (we can make this occur), especially, through 13NTIAYY 1YIa NDDINN M7 SY VI
our increase of actions and service (of Hashem) T TemE o mEoom o T
itgn BYRY iR TImYa

in learning Torah and fulfilling the mitzvos.

Because through performing one mitzvah S INR MER” 0PR 0T ‘7;_7 TN

(the individual) tilts himself and the entire

world to the side of good. And (so he) causes, "'19'? 1‘73 D?WQ ‘72 nRY XY NN Y1207
for him and them, redemption and salvation ,"n‘zgm YR DD?’. b o, M
(as the Rambam says elsewhere). i ' ’ ) ’
This includes, more specifically, through (actions ‘7W DD”"DS‘?U ’T.Z 171-7 - "D’..???*" ‘7??9
that are) making (Am) Yisroel one ,‘7&1‘”’

(through) love of Yidden and unity of Yidden— ,‘7&1?]’ m.”?& ‘7&7}7’ “3315
true, complete unity, ,ﬂ@?l:ﬁﬂ ONR MTNN

through the Torah of Truth in its completeness.

(This can be accomplished) through learning 7732 ,ANIPYI MaR-NTIR T By
something like Rambam, (which includes) all the "-'?: nlmﬂ 5y m:l?n ,D"E_W_N_D
halachos of the Torah. i i )

Through this (Ahavas and Achdus Yisroel), we undo 1'!-1‘73-'_1 nav Ny D"?l?:_l?? moT oy
the reason for golus (the opposite of Ahavas Yisroel). ,(‘7&7}’}’ n;a:ﬂ 'IDﬂ)
And when the reason disappears, the thing that was 8‘2’727.3 1773 '7‘93 mFieh) ‘71_737'31
caused by it (golus) disappears too, automatically. ‘(mb;a) 220m0
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Yakov Avinu had twelve sons. Each one is the father of the shevet that carried their name. Thus it goes
that all descendants of Reuven, son after sone after son, are from Shevet Reuven. The same with Shimon,
Levi and the rest of the shevatim. Each shevet is represented by a different way in avodas Hashem. For

example, Shevet Shimon became teachers and sofrim and Yehudah started the family of Yiddishe kings.

Shevet Levi was chosen by Hashem to be dedicated to the avodah of the Mishkan and the Bais
Hamikdash. While the Beis Hamikdash is a place for all Yidden to come and daven and witness the
offering of karbonos, Shevet Levi was directly involved. The shevet itself was divided into two groups:
Kohanim and Levi'im. Shmiras hamikdash (guarding the Beis Hamikdash) and singing during the
avodah are the job of the regular Leviim, while avodas hakorbanos (offering on the mizbe’ach) is carried
out by the Kohanim. Because Kohanim dedicate their time serving in Hashem'’s house, all Yidden are

required to give them gifts from their crops and earnings, called matnas kehunah.

Today we honor these special appointments by calling a Kohen to the Torah first and the Levi, second,
before the Yisroel (which includes all other eleven shevatim). However, after close to two thousand years of
golus and moving from country to country (often on the run!) we are not one-hundred percent sure who
r\ is a Kohen or a Levi or which shevet we are each from. When Moshiach comes, the Kohanim and
=

Xy Leviim will need to be checked out before they do the avodah in the Bais Hamikdash or to be

allowed to receive and eat from the kodshim and terumah. Moshiach will establish each

person's family line through Ruach Hakodesh, the spirit of Hashem which will rest upon him.
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In the days of the King Moshiach, when his kingdom has CoLwnn j‘?ba Yakbl
been established after winning all the wars and all of Am "I.FD'WDD TWINRWD
Yisroel will have gathered around him. In that time, Moshiach : TR TR

92 PN 53R

will reveal the family line (where they came from) of all Yidden

according to his (Moshiach’s) words through the Ruach D?D TODZ-W ‘7N1UJ’
Hakodesh (the spirit of prophecy) which will rest upon him. WIpn N2 s Sy
As it is said in the Navi Malachi: J’?y UUDUJ

' TIRIY

“He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver (and oy
: 9

purify the bnei Levi and refine them like gold and 'm'(_DDW f]ﬂgb :L—Uf]

silver. And they will be for Hashem and be of those "JJ]

that bring the minchah offering, as is proper.)”

And the children of Levi, Moshiach will purify and make their n‘znn RRio)a) 71‘7 b
family line clear first. Some of them are Kohanim and some are ]ﬂ.D "Oﬂ’D ;—lr jniz;u
Levi'im. And he, Moshiach, will say: “This person is a definite oo
Kohen. And this person is a definite Levi.” And he will push : Tli_'j'l‘l'] ’1‘7 DD’D Tl'ﬂ
away those people whose lineage is not defined to be clearly of ]’DD’D H’NUJ nR
the family of a Kohen or a Levi to be a Yisroel. Anyone who is not ‘7N7UJ"7
a Kohen or Levi, will be recognized as Yisroelim, regular Yidden, : T

automatically.

A group of Kohanim who came up to Yerushalayim from golus Bavel and did not have a record of their
ancestry proving they were from Aharon'’s family. They came to the Nassi, Nechemia, who told them:
“Because you do not have any proof that they were Kohanim, you may not yet participate in the avodah
or eat from the korbanos.” They would need to wait until a Kohen wearing the choshen with the urim
v'tumim could establish their status. (The urim v'tumim was the special quality of the choshen that
helped the Yidden with important questions. Using Ruach Hakodesh, the Kohen Gadol could see the

answer of the urim v'tumim spelled out in the letters engraved on the choshen’s stones.)

Alas, throughout the second Bais Hamikdash, the urim v'tumim was not recovered. Only the

through Ruach Hakodesh will only work again once Moshiach will come. Similarly, the

lineage of these Kohanim will only be decided through the Ruach Hakodesh that will rest

upon Moshiach. Until then, they would have to wait.

10
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This is what it says in the Book of Ezra:

“the governor Nechamia ben Hachaliah

said to them...

Do not eat from kodshim like the other Kohanim
until a kohen arises who will wear a choshen with
the urim vetumim.” (Rashi says: this means you will

have to wait until Moshiach comes.)

Behold you learn from this possuk in Ezra that with the use of
Ruach Hakodesh, the yichus of the Kohen and Levi who are
considered to be from families of Kohanim and Leviim their
lineage are made known. The capacity for Ruach Hakodesh

will only return when Moshiach comes.

And he, Moshiach, after making clearly defined who is a Kohen
and a Levi, will not define the family line of the Yisroel except to
their shevet that they come from. He will make known that this
person is from this-and-this shevet of the bnei Yaakov and this
person is from Shevet so-and-so of the bnei Yaakov. However,
he will not say upon those people who are considered to be
kosher (from a good family): “This person is in fact illegitimate
from an unkosher marriage and this person is in fact of a slave
lineage, born from an eved k'naani,” so that they would not
allowed to be part of Klal Yisroel. For the Torah law is that once a
family has become mixed within the Yidden, they may remain
mixed within the Yidden. We give them the benefit of the doubt
that perhaps they are truly of kosher yichus.
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Eretz Yisroel belongs to all Yidden, but each person has a piece of land that is connected
directly to them. This is their nachalah, a piece of the designated portion within one of the
twelve parts of Eretz Yisroel, one chelek for each shevet. Even if land was sold or traded, every

fifty years during Yovel, the land would return to its original family.

The first time the land was divided was in the days of Yehoshua. For seven years after they
first entered the Land, the Yidden fought the nations of Canaan. For another seven years,
the land was divided and settled, each family in their own portion. Only then did the

Yidden begin to observe mitzvos connected to Eretz Yisroel like Shemitta and Yovel.

When Moshiach will come and we will return to Eretz Yisroel, the land will once
again be divided amongst the shevatim as Hashem desired. With the Land once
again completely settled with each shevet in their own portion, we will be able to

observe the laws of Shemitta and Yovel.
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2 In fact, when Moshiach comes, Eretz Yisroel's borders will expand, as we learned

in Lesson Two in connection with the mitzvah of Ir Miklat. So there will be

new land to divide up!

Are Rohanim part of one of the Are you a Levi? Sure you arel You might not be
shevetim? If so, which —_— hysically related to Shevet Levi, but every Yid can
’ \ phy y y
one? be a Levi bruchniyus if they choose to dedicate
Hint: Who was the nassi themselves to Hashem and His will. The idea of a Levi
of th.is shevet? F y is that you commit yourself to avodas Hashem. The
' MA\ Rebbe says that all children who learn in yeshiva are
: 47y N definitely in this category, because they learn Torah all

day and are supported by their parents, just like the
real Shevet Levi got maaser and

presents from the Yidden so
they could do their avodah.
o/ <
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The Rebbe quotes the Gemara and states

emphatically that “kolu kol hakitzim ™—
every ketz has already passed and
Moshiach must come right away! The

juoreyy ueq Ieze[q ‘USYO) © SeM [A97T 12A9YS JO ISSBU 9} 10e] U] WIIAST PI[[ed ale
A9 JO SIUSPULDSAP I9YI0 B} [[Y WIUBYOY SUIedaq UoIeyy JO USIP[IYD dY,[, SYSON pue
having already done teshuvah. How many UoTeyY 'WELI JO 9YIej oy} Sem Oy WeIury pa[[ed Uos  pey soys) 1497 1848YS (2)

Rebbe also said that we are in a state of
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